
MILK SUPPLY

June 2020 Milk Supply: 15.83 million litres.
June 2019 Milk Supply: 15.23 million litres
This represents a 4% increase on 2019.
Milk supply for July is also up 4% to date.

MILK PRICE

The base price for June supplies has increased
by 1 cent per litre. However the contribution
from the Stability Fund has reduced by 0.5 cent
to 1.0 cent per litre resulting in a net increase
to our suppliers of 0.5 cent per litre.

This gives an overall base price, including SCC
bonus and VAT, of 32.5 cents per litre for the
month.

The average prices paid for the month, based
on the average constituents of 3.94% butterfat
and 3.41% protein, are as follows –

Variable =       34.50

 Fixed Milk 4 =  34.38
Fixed Milk 5 =   34.39

 Fixed Milk 6 =  33.77
Average Price =  34.48

DAIRY MARKETS

Dairy markets generally have remained stable
with the last four weeks while European butter
prices have lifted slightly.

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614/ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 / Ballycummer T: 023 8838609 /
Manch T: 023 8845171 / Reenascreena T: 023 8848148 / Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119

MILK INFORMATION

The outlook for the rest of the year is still very
uncertain with much of the world still in the grip of the
Covid-19 crisis. Global GDP is estimated to decline by
up to 5% with a consequent reduction in dairy demand
of 3 to 5%. With output still growing at 1% the fear is
that stocks will build leading to price declines towards
year end.



SUMMER MASTITIS

Often the first clinical signs is stiffness when the animal is walking. Other symptoms include a swollen,
painful teat or quarter, and can be easily identified by careful observation, particularly when flies become
attracted to it. In most cases, once the bacteria gain entry, they produce toxins which may
lead to septicaemia (blood poison). As the illness progresses, further signs are swelling of

the hind legs, obvious lethargy and separation from the herd, abortion
and even death. Some cows wall off the infection without showing any
symptoms. Eventually in these cases, pus may burst out through the
skin from the abscess formed within the affected quarter.

Very few affected quarters recover, and treatment is aimed at saving the animal and the
pregnancy. Treatment is most often via regular and repeated stripping of the affected quarter, to remove
as much affected material as possible. This is combined with anti-inflammatories, and antibiotics, both
intramammary and injectable. Oral or IV fluids may be necessary depending on how sick the cow is. Getting
antibiotics to where they are needed is a challenge, as a large amount of pus is present, hence the
importance of anti-inflammatory drugs. Heifers and cows with summer mastitis are best isolated to prevent
the spread of the mastitis between animals.

Various management practices can be put in place to help reduce the
incidence of summer mastitis.

● Firstly, the importance of having good fly control measures in place cannot be over emphasised.
Flies should be controlled from early in the fly season using products containing synthetic pyrethroids
which are available in pour-on preparations, or impregnated fly tags. Depending on the product
used it may need to be repeated regularly during the summer season. Also, the application of fly
repellents around the udder area, such as traditional Stockholm tar and teat spray help reduce the
number of flies attracted to the cow’s udder.

● Secondly, it is important to avoid grazing cows/in-calf heifers in fields that have a history of summer
mastitis incidences. These tend to be fields that are near rivers or marshy areas or where there is
a high density of trees/ hedges where flies tend to populate.  More exposed pastures are preferred
as high winds inhibit fly activity.

Observing and checking animals on a regular basis is essential as the earlier the mastitis is detected
the better the prognosis. Good hygiene measures at drying off and the use of teat sealers are essential
control measures to minimise disease as the teat seal plugs the teat, preventing bacterial transfer from
the environment and especially the fly.  Previous articles suggest the use of dry cow antibiotic as a
preventative measure. While this has shown to be an effective practice, its use needs to be thought
about carefully considering the importance of prudent antibiotic use. It is critical to discuss any
potential antibiotic use with your veterinary practitioner.


